DE  MONTAIGNE

fifty sentences, which were ever visible
reminders of the conditions and the duties of man,
as he conceived them. In certain instances later
inscriptions superseded earlier, which, however,
were not all so effaced as to be illegible. Of these
sentences some were recorded, not with entire ex-
actitude, by Dr. Bertrand de St. Germain; his
list of fourteen was increased to eighteen by Dr.
Payen; the final reconstitution of these inscrip-
tions is due, substantially, to the two friends, M.
Galy, and M. Lapeyre, whose charming record of
their visit to the chateau appeared in 1861.*

The chief sources from which these sentences
were derived are Ecclesiastes, the Epistles of St.
Paul, Ecclesiasticus, the Hypotyposes of Sextus
Erapiricus, and the Florilegium of Stobaeus.
Montaigne permitted himself in the case of some
of his Latin quotations to modify at pleasure the
text of his originals. His Greek was probably
insufficient to justify him in such alterations. The
Proverbs of Solomon, the Psalms, Isaiah, Homer,
Plato, Epictetus, Herodotus, Pliny, Lucretius,
Horace, Persius, Martial, furnish each a sentence

* Montaigne chez lui (Peregueux: 1861). John Ster-
ling in the Westminster Review in 1837 had noticed the
inscriptions. They are given in full, in a slightly amended
form, in M. Bonnefon's article, La BibUotheque de Mon-
taigne (Revue tTHistoire litteraire de France; 15, Juillet,

154ibed
